Applying for an F-1 Student Visa
Applicants for student visas should generally apply at the U.S. Embassy or Consulate with jurisdiction over their place of permanent residence.  Although visa applicants may apply at any U.S. consular office abroad, it may be more difficult to qualify for the visa outside the country of permanent residence.

Required Documents

Each applicant should complete application form DS-156 along with form DS-158.  Both forms must be completed and signed.  Some applicants will also be required to complete and sign form DS-157.  A separate form is needed for children, even if they are included in a parent’s passport.  The DS-156 must be the February 2003 date, either the electronics “e-form application” or the non-electronic version.  Select Nonimmigrant Visa Application form DS-156 to access both versions of the DS-156.  You may also check with the Embassy Consular Section where you will apply to determine if the hard-copy blank DS-156 form is available, should you need it.

A passport valid for travel to the U.S. with a validity date of at least 6 months beyond the applicant’s intended period of stay in the U.S.  If more than one person is included in the passport, each person desiring a visa must make an application;

One 2x2 photograph, 
A SEVIS I-20 is required,

Acceptance letter from the University,

Evidence of sufficient funds.

Other Documentation       
Student visa applicants must establish to the satisfaction of the consular officer that they have binding ties to their home country which they have no intention of abandoning, and that they will depart the U.S. upon completion of their academic studies.  

U.S. Port of Entry
Applicants should be aware that a visa does not guarantee entry into the U.S.  The Directorate of Border and Transportation Security has authority to deny admission.  Also, at the point of entry, a Directorage of Border and Transportation Security official validates Form I-94, record of Arrival and Departure, which notes the length of stay permitted.

