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Pre-Arrival Information for Exchange Visitors

(J-1 Visa Holders)

Extremely Important: Please note that SEVIS (Student and Exchange Visitor Information System) regulations require all new J scholars and all new J exchange students to report to the Department of International Services and Programs (DISP) no later than TEN DAYS after their arrival to the University of Connecticut.  This is a U.S. Immigration requirement. Failure to report to DISP, will automatically invalidate your record in SEVIS and you will be listed as a “No-Show”.    

Upon your UConn arrival, please bring all of your and your dependent(s)’s immigration materials to our office:   DS-2019 forms, passports, visa pages, I-94 cards.   At the time of check-in, you will be asked to complete an “International Student/Scholar Information Sheet. It is imperative that you complete this form as it contains personal information that needs to be recorded in your office file.   It is important to provide us with a current residency address [we cannot accept department addresses nor can we accept Post Office Box numbers for this purpose].  

While at UConn, DISP is available to assist you with any concerns regarding immigration, employment eligibility, academic training, dependent related questions, or any other personal matter.   

Your Visa and Pre-Arrival Information

Your Form DS-2019-attached is a “Certificate of Eligibility for Exchange Visitor Status (J-1)” (and forms for dependents, if applicable). Please note the category of this form [item #4]. You must read the instructions and information of the DS-2019 document carefully as it will answer many of the questions you may have.  This document is required both when applying for a J Exchange Visitor visa at the American Embassy or consulate and at the port of entry into the U.S. 
You will need to present the DS-2019, to a consulate official at an American Consulate for the application of the J-1 Exchange Visitor visa. The consular officer will return the form to you and you will need to present it again to a U.S. Customs and Border Protection (USCBP) officer at your port of entry to the U.S. At the port of entry, the immigration inspector will stamp and return the DS-2019 to you along with a stamped dependent DS-2019 if your dependents are accompanying you.  During your flight, an I-94 card (Arrival Departure Card, small white card) will be distributed. You need to complete and submit this form to the Immigration Inspector at the port of entry.  

Canadians do not need visa stamp to enter the U.S., but they do have to show the DS-2019 at the port of entry to obtain status as a J-1 Exchange Visitor.

Please pay particular attention to the starting date noted on the DS-2019 (item # 3), (Please note that you have a 30 day window to enter the U.S. prior to the start date noted on the DS-2019 as well as a 30 days arrival time after the initial start date on the DS-2019 form.   You also have 10 days to report to the DISP Office after you arrive to Campus.   If you are unable to arrive in the US, by the start date, please inform your UConn academic department and the DISP Office immediately.  Please may contact the following DISP staff members: Susanne Atrens at susanne.atrens@uconn.edu or Mihwa Lee at mihwa.lee@uconn.edu  for help with this matter.  
Health Care and Medical Insurance –MANDATORY AND REQUIRED! 
Please review page 2 of your DS-2019, Section 1. (f) for information regarding health insurance. You are obligated to have medical insurance for yourself  and your family members [if they are accompanying you. Exchange Visitors are required, as a condition of their J-1 status to carry health insurance for themselves and their accompanying family members (J-2 dependents).   
The Department of State requires a minimum coverage of up to $50,000 per accident or illness; repatriation of remains in the amount of $7,500 and expenses associated with medical evacuation in the amount of $10,000; and a deductible not to exceed $500 per accident or illness.  Failure to maintain this insurance requirement constitutes a VIOLATION OF STATUS.    This is a mandatory requirement and no exceptions can be made.   
The University has a health plan through the Bailey Insurance Agency.  You can find information on-line at www.baileyagency.com or receive information upon arrival at the time of check-in as well as at the mandatory Orientation session.  The Bailey Agency currently charges $74.00 per month for an individual.  The estimated cost for a single applicant is $870.00 per year.   These costs increase every year.  Additional fees are charged for adding a spouse and any children.    For more detailed information, please  contact Ms. Dawn Capozolli at the Bailey Agency.  Her email address is:  D_Capozzoli@baileyagencies.com or by telephone at 1-800-321-4449 [toll free].

The Home Country Physical –Presence Requirement  212(e)

Many (but not all) of the Exchange Visitors are “subject to the 2-year home residence requirement”.   The purpose of 212(e) is to have the home country benefit from the Exchange Visitor’s experience in the U.S.   Exchange Visitors come to this country for a specific objective, such as a program of study, research project, or teach.  The requirement is intended to prevent a participant who is “subject” from staying longer than necessary for the objective, and to ensure that he or she will spend at least two years in the home country before coming back to the United States for a long-term stay.   For the terms of the requirement, please see item (a) page 2, of the DS-2019. If you have any questions about the requirement, including whether or not you will be subject to it, please raise them with the consular officer when you apply for your visa.

SEVIS Fee for J Students and Scholars
Effective September 1st, 2004 foreign nationals who apply for an F-1 or J-1 visa are now required to pay a $100.00 SEVIS fee.  The SEVIS fee needs to be paid at least THREE DAYS prior to submitting an application for a U.S. visa.  To pay the fee on-line, go to https://www.fmjfee.com/i901fee/ and locate the form I-901.  Complete the form provides the necessary credit card information.  Be certain that the individual’s name appears exactly as it appears on the DS-2019.  The SEVIS ID number is the number which begins with N000 located in the upper right hand corner of the DS-2019.  Once the I-901 has been submitted, print a copy of the receipt.  This is proof that the fee has been paid and this proof will need to be presented with the application for the visa. 

Helpful website

Form I-901- SEVIS FEE



Photo Requirements
https://www.fmjfee.com/i901fee/


http://travel.state.gov/passport/guide/guide_2081.html
U.S. embassies and consulates worldwide

Visa Denials
http://usembassy.state.gov/


http://travel.state.gov/visa/frvi/denials/denials_1361.html
NOTE: If you decide not to attend the University of Connecticut, please notify your inviting department or academic department as soon as possible.  You must also contact the Department of International Services and Programs office via fax at 860 486-5800.  Attention:  J International Advisor.  
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