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Travel & Re-entry Advisory 

Important:  Please be aware that your SEVIS I-20 or your SEVIS DS-2019 form must be signed by an International Advisor before you depart outside the U.S.   This signature is valid for re-entry for up to 6 months.   We ask that you plan accordingly when scheduling your departure.  Please try to be accommodating to the DISP Staff by dropping off your SEVIS I-20 or DS 2019 form along with the following documents:  updated Financial Support information, a copy of your verification letter from the Wilbur Cross Building and a signed copy of this Travel/Re-entry document.  If you have any questions or need clarification, please contact our office.  

International students, scholars and all those on a University of Connecticut visa authorization document (i.e., SEVIS I-20, SEVIS DS-2019), must get their documents signed by an International Advisor in the Department of International Services and Programs (DISP) prior to traveling outside the United States.  

FOR BOTH F-1 & J-1 VISA HOLDERS: 
All persons with valid re-entry visas to the U.S. are subject to review by the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) Inspections Officer at the US port of entry and permission to enter the US on a valid visa is subject to the discretionary authority of the examining officer.  Only in rare instances are visa holders or beneficiaries of visa petitions denied entry.  Visa and passport documentation, supporting documentation as noted below and clear personal responses to any USCIS Officer’s questions are the best guarantee to facilitate reentry to the U.S.  To minimize any difficulty in re-entering the U.S., the following steps should be followed:

1. REQUIRED IN ALL CASES:  Have the SEVIS I-20 / DS-2019 signed by an International Advisor as a travel endorsement prior to departure.  Your full-time registration or full course of study will need to be verified prior to receiving such an endorsement. 

2. RECOMMENDED IN ALL CASES / REQUIRED WHEN APPLYING FOR A NEW VISA OVERSEAS: Request an updated letter verifying the source and amount of your financial support from your department, sponsor, or updated bank information if on personal funds or family funds.

3. RECOMMENDED IN ALL CASES / REQUIRED WHEN APPLYING FOR A NEW VISA OVERSEAS: Request a confirmation letter from your academic advisor verifying your current academic standing, your expected date of return, nature of travel if related to your academic work/research, and expected date of graduation.  A letter from the Certification Office and/or copy of transcripts can be used in addition to your advisor’s letter.

4. If traveling outside of the US to attend an academic conference, engage in related study or to conduct research, obtain and carry letters from both your UCONN advisor and the host institution abroad stating the nature of your visit.  Providing copies to DISP may be helpful if a US Consulate or US port of entry contacts us.

If traveling outside of the US on an emergency in mid-semester, obtain a travel signature from our office and we will note in your file that you are traveling due to a family emergency.  If possible, obtain and carry with you a letter or other documentation stating the nature of the emergency.

PREPARING FOR RE-ENTRY

Keep all documents needed for your reentry on your person or in a handbag that is carried with you at all times.  Keep copies of all these documents with you or in another bag/luggage as well.

Arrange all supporting documents [letters, financial statements, etc.], immediately beneath your visa authorization document [SEVIS I-20 or DS-2019].  You may want to use a paper clip, but DO NOT STAPLE TOGETHER.

Unless requested otherwise by the Inspections Officer, present your passport, with visa documents inserted between the pages containing your US Visa.  

If an emergency occurs while you are overseas on a break period which delays your return to the US, obtain and carry with you a letter or other documentation regarding the nature of the emergency.  

When answering questions from an Inspection Officer, keep in mind your purpose of studying in the US, and merely relay the facts as supported by your documentation.  No one is trying to make things difficult for you.  Millions of people enter the US everyday and unfortunately, visa and identity fraud is a reality.  The officer is only trying to authenticate your documents and to verify your identity.

IF YOU ARE DENIED RE-ENTRY

Ask to speak to a supervisor, and then represent your case.

Ask if the Inspections Officer could kindly verify your status by contacting our office:  1-860-486-3855

If you are in Canada, in addition to the above suggestions, you can seek reentry at another port of entry [Niagara Falls, Buffalo, Toronto, Montreal, etc.].  

NOTE:  For those seeking to renew, transfer or extend their visa status by reentering the US from Canada, or who otherwise have actions pending with US immigration, please meet with an International Advisor well in advance of intended travel.  There are special provisions for traveling to and reentering from territories contiguous to the US, which entail broad discretionary authority at the port of entry, with each case being unique.

Signature: __________________________________ Date: _____________________________________

Print Name: _________________________________ Social Security # ___________________________
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