SEVIS Fee for F-1 Student
Frequently Asked Questions [FAQs]
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has announced that effective September 1st, 2004, individuals applying for an F-1 or J-1 visa (to begin a new program) will be required to a pay a $100 fee prior to applying for a U.S. visa.  The information below pertains only to F-1 Students and does not address the SEVIS issues for J-1 Students and Scholars.  As you may be aware, SEVIS is the web-based tracking system to collect, maintain and manage information about foreign students and exchange visitors during their stay in the U.S. 

Who must pay the SEVIS fee?:  

· Students (visa categories F-1, F-3, M-1 or M-3) issued a SEVIS I-20 form on or after September 1st, 2004 to begin a new program.

· A change of status to a student after September 1st, 2004.

· Students who file for reinstatement after being out of status for more than five (5) months.

· Students applying for a new visa or returning to the U.S. after an absence of five (5) months, if the absence did not involve authorized overseas study.

· A student reapplying for the same visa status more than twelve (12) months after a visa denial is issued.

· Students in a government sponsored program who are transferring to a non-governmental program.

Who is exempt from paying the fee?:

· Spouses and unmarried children (under age 21), of students who apply for dependent visas.

· Students whose form I-20 was issued on or before August 31,2004.

· A student who has previously paid the fee is not required to pay the fee when applying for program extension in the same program.

· Students who previously paid the fee are not required to pay the fee when applying for a transfer to another institution while maintaining status in the same category.

When must the SEVIS fee be paid?:   

· For initial attendance, the fee must be paid prior to applying at a U.S. consulate/Embassy for the visa stamp.  Applicants can schedule an appointment at the U.S. consulate or Embassy prior to paying the fee, but the fee payment must be received by DHS at least three (3) business days before the scheduled interview.

· Aliens who are exempt from visa requirements (i.e. citizens of Canada and Bermuda) must pay the fee before applying for admission to the U.S. at a port of entry.  Fee payment must be received by DHS at least three (3) business days before applying at a port of entry.

· Students applying for a change of status through a U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services service center must pay the SEVIS fee before the Service Center will approve their applications.

How is the SEVIS fee paid?:   

The Department of Homeland Security has created several means by which International Students can pay the SEVIS fee:

· The fee may be paid by mail by submitting form I-901 along with a check or money order drawn on a U.S. bank and payable in U.S. currency.

· The fee may be paid electronically by completing Form I-901 through the Internet and by using a credit card.

· The fee may also be paid by mail or electronically by a third party such as a friend or school official.  
· The SEVIS fee CANNOT be paid directly at the U.S. Consulate/Embassy, port of entry or USCIS Service Center. 

Will students receive written acknowledgement when they pay the SEVIS fee?:

· Students who pay the fee on the internet by credit card will be able to print out a receipt at the time the fee is paid and will be able to use that receipt for immediate verification of payment.

· Students who pay the fee by mail will receive printed receipts at the address which is provided on the Form I-901.

· Third parties, who pay the SEVIS fee on behalf of the incoming student by mail or electronically will receive printed receipts which is to be sent to the student).

*Initially not every Consular or Embassy office will have the ability to verify fee payment electronically.  Paper receipts will serve as a secondary means of fee payment verification until proof of payment can be verified electronically.*  

If the visa is denied at the U.S. Consulate will the student receive a refund?:

Refunds will only be given when the fee is paid in error.  If a student is denied and they reapply for the same visa within a twelve month period, he/she will not have to pay the fee again.  If the student is applying for a different visa, then they will have to pay the fee in conjunction with that application.

What will happen if I fail to pay the fee?:

Failure to pay the fee is reason for denial of your non-immigrant status or status related benefits.  For purposes of reinstatement, failure to pay the fee will be considered a willful violation, unless DHS determines that there are extenuating circumstances. 

For more questions about the SEVIS fee, please see helpful links below:

Form I-901:





www.fmjfee.com
Visa denials:

http://travel.state.gov/visa/frvi_denials.html
Visa photo requirements:

http://travel.state.gov/passport/pptphotos/index.html
Visa process guide:

http://www.uga.edu/gaie/gettingavisa.pdt
U.S. embassies and consulates worldwide:

http://travel.state.gov/visa/questions_embassy.html 

Notice on current visa processing situations:

http://travel.state.gov/specialnotice.html
Visa information for F-1 students:

http://depts.washington.edu/uwiso.stu/vi.shtml
9/30/04






