University of Connecticut

Department of International Services and Programs (DISP)

Student Union Building, Room 307 

2110 Hillside Road Unit 3083
Storrs, CT 06269-3083 U.S.A.

Tel.:  860-486-3855 Fax:  860-486-5800
Do I need a Social Security Number?

A Social Security Number (SSN) is a unique 9 digit taxpayer identification number, issued by the U.S. Social Security Administration (SSA) to U.S. Citizen, permanent residents and qualified aliens/foreign nationals-including F-1 and J-1 student who meet the requirements as indicated below.  Eligibility to apply for an SSN is dependent upon having valid employment authorization.  You cannot receive an SSN if you do not have a job offer nor can you receive an SSN if your primary purpose is to secure a driver’s license.  Please note that UConn’s temporary SSN assigned to students who don’t have a SSN is for an internal use only and you cannot use this number for any purposes outside the University.    
Social Security Eligibility Requirements:
· As an international student in F-1 or J-1 status, you are eligible to apply for a SSN only if you are registered on a full-time basis and you are authorized to accept on-campus employment and have a job offer.  

· J-2 dependents that have been granted employment authorization (EAD) by the USCIS department may apply for an SSN.  

Social Security Application Procedures:  
In order to apply for a SSN, you must follow these steps:

1. If you are currently enrolled as an F-1 or J-1 student, you must first register for classes on a full-time basis.

2. After you have completed your registration:
· If you are an F-1 student, you must obtain a letter from the DISP office verifying your full-time registration and your eligibility to accept on-campus employment.  You must bring with you the following documents to our office: a copy of job offer letter, letter from the Certification Office verifying your full-time enrollment and SEVIS I-20.  Once all documents are reviewed by an International Advisor/DSO, you will receive a signed Social Security Letter from an International Advisor/DSO which you will need to bring with you to the SSA office.  You can receive an SSN application form at the SSA office or you can pick up the form at the DISP office. 
· For Services Day ONLY you will need to make copies of the following documents and bring it with you upon arrival to the DISP office: passport ID page, copy of I-94 card, copy of SEVIS I-20, job offer letter and class registration – proof of full time enrollment.   Once all documents are reviewed by an International Advisor/DSO, you will receive a signed Social Security Letter from an International Advisor/DSO which you will then present to the Social Security officers who will be present that day and that day only!
· If you are a J-1 student, you must obtain a letter from the DISP office verifying your full-time registration and your eligibility to accept on-campus employment.  You must bring with you the following documents to our office: a copy of job offer letter, letter from the Certification Office verifying your full-time enrollment and SEVIS DS-2019.  Once all documents are reviewed by an International Advisor/DSO, you will receive a signed Social Security Letter from an International Advisor/ARO which you will need to bring with you to the SSA office.  You can receive an SSN application form at the SSA office or you can pick up the form at the DISP office. 

If your J-1 program sponsor is not UConn (check section 5 of the DS-2019 form), you will need to contact your sponsoring agency for your SSN letter. The letter should verify your full-time enrollment and your eligibility to accept on-campus employment.  
3. Once you have obtained a letter from the DISP office and your employer or your J-1 program sponsor, you may go to the SSA Office to submit your application for your SSN. When you go to apply for the SSN, you must carry with you the following documents:

· An unexpired foreign passport [valid at least 6 months into the future] 

· A I-94 card [marked “F-1 D/S of J-1 D/S]

· Your UConn SEVIS I-20 (for F-1 students) or your DS-2019 (for J-1 students)

· Your authorization SSN letter from DISP or your J-1 program sponsor

· Employment letter 

· Completed SSN application form

If you are not able to apply for the SSN during Services Day then we advise all Storrs students to go to the SSA office located in Willimantic, CT.  Other SSA offices with address locations are listed on the “Evidence Requirement for Social Security Card” handout. You may apply directly to the address below:


Social Security Administration

1320 Main Street

Willimantic, CT 06226

Tel.:  860-423-6386

Once your application has been submitted, your SSN card will be mailed to you to the address you provided on the SSN application.  Due to increase security procedures processing times may range from 3-6 weeks.

Who does not qualify for a Social Security Number?   
· F-2, J-2 (with no work authorization) and H-4 dependents are not eligible to accept employment in the U.S., and are therefore not permitted to apply for SSNs.  However, F-2 dependents may apply for individual taxpayer identification numbers (ITINs) through our payroll office.

What is an ITIN (individual taxpayer Identification number)?  

· It is a nine-digit number issued by the U.S. IRS for individuals who are required to have a U.S. taxpayer identification but who do not have and are not eligible to obtain a Social Security number (SSN) for example, dependents holding F-2, J-2 (no work authorization) and H-4 visa holders.
NOTE:  ITINs are important for F-2, J-2 (with no work authorization) and H-4 dependents for tax filing purposes.  ITINs can only be requested if a person is either filing a tax form or if a person’s country has a tax treaty with the U.S. 

Security and Identity Theft:

Your SSN is a unique identifier and should be kept safe and provided only as needed to U.S. governmental agencies or credible financial institutions. Keep your cad in a safe place and guard against “Identify Theft”.  See http://www.consumer.gov/idtheft for more information on identify theft or the SSA’s information on Social Security fraud by checking the following link:  http://www.ssa.gov.
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